
Need 
 

The Yancey County School System is located in the rural mountains of 

Western North Carolina.  The natural beauty of the area does not overcome the 

isolation, limited economic development and low academic achievement of the 

residents.  Unfortunately, students living in Yancey County face many obstacles 

that may adversely affect their ability to obtain an adequate education.  Without 

an education, many Yancey County students will be caught in a vicious cycle of 

poverty, ignorance and social isolation. 

  

Economic Rick Factors 

Since 2000, Yancey County has experienced job losses in excess of 1,000.  

While unemployment has decreased from the high of 14% in December of 2001, 

an estimated 25% of Yancey residents are classified as “underemployed” 

meaning they earn less than $8.00 hour and do not have benefits.  At 6.6%, 

unemployment in Yancey County remains higher than regional and state figures 

and local leaders contend this figure is inaccurate as it only counts people 

receiving unemployment compensation.  With a stagnant local economy, it is 

unlikely that many of those impacted by plant closures have found full-time, 

steady employment with the kinds of benefits that were offered by the lost 

industries.  The per capita personal income for Yancey County is far lower than 

state and regional averages.  In fact, only five countries in the state have lower 

income averages than Yancey County.  In 2002, the per capita personal income 



for Yancey County was $19,680 compared with $27,785 for NC. (Sanford 

Holshouser Business Development Group, LLC Yancey County Strategic Economic 

Development Plan, 2005)   The impact of these compelling statistics is most 

noticeable in the increase in the numbers of students receiving “free or reduced 

lunch.”   In May of 2006, 283 Mountain Heritage High School students 

participated in the school meal program. 

 

 The children of Yancey are adversely impacted by these grim economic 

statistics.  Per 2000 census data, nearly ¼ of all Yancey county children were 

living in poverty and over 40% were enrolled in Medicaid (US Census, 2000).  

Single mother households were particularly at-risk for becoming impoverished 

with the median income of these families at $15,726.  (US Census, 2000)  The 

2006 North Carolina Children’s Index reports that Yancey County DSS 

Maltreatment Reports Investigated (per 1000) is 73.6 and the Maltreatment 

Substantiations (per 1000) is 30.4, compared to the state rate of 53.6 and 9.8 

respectively.  The child in foster care rate for Yancey County is 15.5 per 1000 

children compared to the NC sate rate of 4.7 (NC Children’s Index, 2006  

 

Lack of Educational Motivation and Achievement 

 Yancey County has experienced a “graying” population and an out-

migration of young people with the percentage of Yancey residents 55 and older 

50% greater than the NC state average. (Sanford Holshouser Businesses 



Development Group, LLC Yancey County Strategic Economic Development Plan, 

2005).  With few economic opportunities for Yancey County students, those with 

motivation relocate elsewhere.  Over the last three years, the average number of 

students dropping out of high school was 40.  Students in the 9th grade are 

particularly at risk for dropping out, accounting for more than 1/3 of all dropouts.  

Last year the Yancey County schools ranked 110th in dropouts out of 146 

distincts reporting a dropout rate.  By the end of the first semester of the 

academic (2005-2006) school year, 30 students had dropped out of high school.  

Students in Yancey County also face of educational motivation at home.  Nearly 

30% of Yancey County residents over the age of 25 have a high school diploma, 

less than 10% have a bachelor’s degree and 4% have graduate or professional 

degree.  (US Census, 2000)  Nearly 60% of Yancey County adults read below a 

5th grade level (low literacy) and an additional 20% cannot read at all.  (US 

Census, 1998) 


