
Abstract of the proposed project  
 
 The Access and Success project proposal for McDowell High School (MHS) is intended 

to streamline current services and programs and to expand the activities offered through the 

guidance office. The primary goals are to reduce dropouts and encourage students to take courses 

that will lead to promising career fields. Participation in college preparation classes, completion 

of programs in vocational and college prep, and enabling students to attend and complete post-

high school programs are the objectives of this grant.  

The MHS administration and guidance counselors are committed to improving the record 

keeping, delivery of services, and providing additional opportunities intended to reach out to 

students from 9th – 12th grades. The target groups are the 9th – 10th graders who will benefit for 

the duration of the grant and be included in all of the evaluation components. The grant funded 

activities are parent involvement and education programs, increased access to CFNC supported 

online applications and support, trips to colleges for students, articulation between colleges and 

the high school, student surveys, and improved record keeping. 

Successful participation in grant supported activities will be determined by attendance 

rosters and records of additional programs for families and CFNC supported activities. In 

addition, accurate reports of students’ applications to colleges and financial aid and their 

progress in reaching post-high school goals will better inform the guidance office of ongoing 

needs and their successes. The expansion of student surveys to include 10th & 11th graders will 

help the guidance office serve the students better and provide targeted programs in the future. 

The benefits of participating in the Access and Success grant are already being realized 

by the MHS counselors in the planning of this grant. The counselors were enthusiastic and 

determined to do whatever they can to improve their services to students. The activities provided 

through Access and Success will contribute to new and innovative approaches to college 

preparation. 

 


