
Plan of Operation  

     There are many ways to inspire high school students to pursue these types of careers.  

Funding is typically the stumbling block for many of these opportunities.  Staff 

development, field trip opportunities, and classroom experiences are vital in the 

development of career exploration initiatives.  If Hiwassee Dam High School receives 

funding for this proposal, the following events or activities are planned. 

     First, to promote the profession of public education, Hiwassee Dam High School has 

implemented a Future Teachers of America (FTA) program for interested students.  

Carolyn Hyde, a veteran teacher of thirty years, will be the club sponsor.  She has been 

instrumental in arranging various opportunities for potential educators to experience 

career exploration through guest speakers and field trips.  One of the opportunities that 

the FTA club would pursue is the “Teachers of Tomorrow” program through Western 

Carolina University.  Besides the opportunity to visit the WCU campus, the students 

attend sessions geared toward their specific interests in the field of education. 

Locally, future teachers are missing out on opportunities in their own school.  

Opportunities abound in our school system for students to become teacher cadets.  

Allowing students to work after school and on teacher workdays would give students a 

more realistic perspective of the overall duties of an educator.  The biggest dilemma for 

this project is transportation to the sites on teacher workdays.  Funding for transportation 

is needed to provide this service to future teachers. 

     Next, attendance at a prestigious and a highly recommended staff development 

conference could promote teacher recruitment.  Hiwassee Dam High School is actively 

involved in such initiatives as the High Schools That Work (HSTW) and A+ Schools of 



North Carolina.  Plans for future teachers to attend these types of staff development 

would give insight into the demands of education in the 21st century.  Transportation, 

lodging, meals and application fees could be provided by the ARC grant for these 

students to participate.   

Encouraging and helping our high school students to enter the field of education 

is a common goal of the faculty and staff at Hiwassee Dam High School.  The Spanish 

teacher, Monica Gladson, has been instrumental in specifically suggesting they look into 

Spanish Education. The Spanish Club at Hiwassee Dam participates in numerous 

community-based activities.  This has allowed the students to realize the importance of 

giving of themselves to benefit others, which is an important attribute of being a teacher.  

It is a requirement, beginning this year, for them to participate in the Foreign Language 

Competition at Western Carolina University.  This activity not only encourages them to 

sharpen their speaking skills, it also allows club members to see students from other 

schools engaged and excited about foreign language.  Our students have the opportunity 

to interact with foreign language majors and professors while visiting the University. 

      In order to promote post secondary educational opportunities for the medical field, 

guest speakers are a great way to help our student’s access medical careers.  They can 

provide our students with a wealth of opportunities.  Health care workers, especially 

those from our community can share their history and compare their backgrounds with 

those of our students.  They can share educational experiences, the opportunities provided 

by their career, a basic job description and, of course, average starting salary.  

Advancement opportunities will also be discussed with our students.  This will help our 



students realize their potential and make the dream of being a health care provider more 

attainable and realistic.   

     Field trips to hospitals, health departments, clinics, doctor’s offices and colleges and 

universities help boost the passion for a medical career.  When students see health care 

providers performing their jobs and meet other students currently enrolled in health care 

programs, it often sparks a passion for entering the profession.  The student will have a 

driving force stronger than any obstacle they may face because they have met people who 

have faced and overcame adversity in order to be gainfully employed in their career. 

    Hands-on learning is the most effective way to help students make informed decisions 

about their future.  When students are allowed to learn and perform skills necessary to 

their health care career, they learn and grow more than they have ever imagined.  Clinical 

experiences in our area are valuable tools to promote the health care industry. 

In our Allied Health II classes at Hiwassee Dam High School, our students 

receive six to nine weeks of clinical experience.  One of the requirements for the course 

is that students attempt a licensure exam in a health career field.  Also, uniform 

requirements are outlined and mandated by the program.  It is the student’s responsibility 

to purchase these required items. Sometimes, students do not enroll in the course due to 

the fees for the licensure exam and uniform.     If the ARC grant is secured, part of the 

funding could help needy students fulfill this commitment and enroll in the course 

without economic distress on their families. 

Ms. Jammie Savugot, health occupations teacher at our school, will oversee this 

part of the project.  She has been instrumental in establishing the health curriculum at 

Hiwassee Dam High School.  Currently, the school offers three health occupations 



courses with plans to implement a fourth (Biomedical Technology) during the 2007-08 

academic year. 

The overall project coordinator for Hiwassee Dam High School is Tammy 

Roberts.  She is the counselor for the school and has served as the site project coordinator 

for the A+ program for North Carolina that promotes integrated and differentiated 

learning.  Through her duties as school counselor, Mrs. Roberts has been instrumental in 

helping students explore different educational and career opportunities.   

 The timeline for the stated activities would include the year 2006-2007.  As 

explained in the Program Narrative, particular projects would be area specific.  College 

visits, career exploration, competitions, etc will occur both in the fall of 2006 with the 

remainder of the activities to be completed in the spring of 2007.  Recently, Hiwassee 

Dam was selected to participate in College Summit which we will be using and will 

continue to use to increase college enrollment. 


