
GEAR UP
C L U B
MS and HS Activities

College Door Wars

8th Grade Tour of High School
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Rotating Bulletin Boards

College Indicator State Map

College SMART Goals

Favorite College Collage

DIY College Pennant 

STEM  Engineering Competions

Students interview teachers 
and faculty from several 
universities to ask about 
college experience, opitions, 
and support

Teachers’ doors are decorat-
ed and crafted in their alma 
maters. School votes on 
best door

Students are given 
individual white baords 
to write down their 
favorite school. Photo-
graphs are arranged in 
public display 

Students 
compete in 
the famous 
popsicle stick 
bridges or 
marshmallow 
towers. The 
“egg box” 
drop could 
also be an 
opition 

Students design their 
imaginary ideal college 
on a blank pennant 
(i.e. Minecraft University, 
University of Soccer 
Players, School of 
Norwegian Black Metal)

Students create a large state map 
locating all 4-year Universities to 
be displayed by the school 
counselor o�ce or other location

Students create SMART 
Goals to display for their 
short-term (days-week), 
medium term (weeks to 
months), or long term (over 
a year) steps to obtain a 
postsecondary education

Rotate bulletin board 
themes throughout the 
year. Topics can include 
scholarships, “college of 
the month”, SAT word of 
the day, “cool careers”, or 
anything that supports a 
college-going culture

Students 
organize a 
large on 
going 
display of 
themselves 
and peers on 
any 
university 
campus

High school students host 
current 8th graders at 
respective high school. 
Emphasis is placed on 
extracurricular activities 
and post-seocndary plans. 
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*Dates are suggested. Feel 
free to mix up activities 
throughout the school year. 


